Bhylls Acre
Primary School

From little acorns, giant oak trees grow.
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Bhylls Acre Primary School
Bhylls Lane
Castlecroft
Wolverhampton
WV3 8DZ
01902 761153
office@bhyllsacre.staffs.sch.uk
Dear Parents,
On behalf of the children, staff and governors, I would like to warmly welcome you to
Bhylls Acre Primary School.
We are a school which believes in the value of every child and adult who enters our
doors. As such we want all those who become part of our school community, whether
a child or an adult, to feel valued, happy, respected and to recognise their role in
continuing to make our school the success it is.
We believe that all children who become pupils at our school deserve the very best and
our aim is to help them succeed in every area of school life – academic, social, personal
and physical. Our dedicated team of staff enhance children’s learning by providing a
personalised curriculum in which all our children can flourish and reach their full
potential.
Our children are exceptionally well-behaved, enthusiastic and happy and I am
enormously proud to be their Headteacher. Through our broad and balanced
curriculum, we offer our children a wide range of learning opportunities both within
the classroom and beyond.
The school grounds offer excellent facilities to enhance the children’s development.
Forest School learning helps build children’s independence, confidence and self-esteem
and develops a positive attitude towards learning. Our children excel in sports both as
part of the curriculum and in the wide range of extra-curricular activities we provide.
We offer residential visits to children in both key stage one and two and educational
visits further advance the children’s understanding and enjoyment of the curriculum.
We firmly believe that the key to successful learning is by building a strong partnership
between home and school. We welcome parents into school to be part of and to support
their child’s learning. We have a thriving PTFA and the Governing Board work hard to
support all staff and parents.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Jane Woodall
(Headteacher)
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Our School
Bhylls Acre is a successful and popular school with a reputation for providing care,
support and a first class education. We strive to nurture happy, confident individuals,
with a passion for life-long learning, equipped with the self-motivation and courage
required to understand and respect our ever changing world. Our recent Ofsted
inspection (November 2019) praised the school for its quality of pastoral care.
We serve the south west of Staffordshire with families from Wolverhampton, Lower
Penn and surrounding areas.
Our vision is for all our children to achieve their full potential in a happy, nurturing
environment in which they can flourish.
We achieve our vision through our school values – Respect, Kindness, Honesty,
Perseverance and Positivity as well as by:








Promoting the highest standards of teaching
Providing a broad and balanced curriculum enabling children to progress
confidently
Continually developing the skills and expectations of all staff to enhance the
quality of learning
Developing and deploying resources efficiently to provide a safe, enriched
learning environment
Creating a school where everyone behaves well with confidence and
cooperation, and where discipline is addressed in a fair, positive and consistent
way
Developing partnerships through which parents, governors and the wider
community can take an active role in the education of children, promoting
lifelong learning, celebrating achievement and sharing success.
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Our School Aims

















To establish the foundations of education for all children, enabling them to
become lifelong learners
To ensure children have the best opportunity to achieve
To maximise progress made by all groups of children throughout the school
To empower children with the tools to express themselves through language,
drama, dance, music, art and sports
To provide a happy, fair and safe environment within which children
develop confidently
To provide a wide range of physical activities
To support parents to become further involved in the learning partnership
and understand their child’s progress in learning, enabling them to support
next steps
To promote responsibility and respect and further develop children’s attitudes
to learning
To extend and enrich our children’s language in all curriculum areas
To give our children knowledge of many different cultures and foster pride
in their own
To develop children’s positive contributions through pupil voice opportunities
To continue to promote children’s spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development
To develop children who care about the environment and sustainability
To provide safe and exciting learning experiences to meet the identified needs
of all children
To create an awareness of local, national and international issues and
concerns.
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Wrap around Care Club
At Bhylls Acre we offer wrap around care every morning and evening during term time.
Our breakfast club starts at 07:15. The children are given a choice of cereals and toast
and a drink. The children get the opportunity to play board games, draw and colour
or play with construction toys or electronic games. The children are taken to their
classrooms at the start of the day.
Our after school club starts at 15:30 and finishes at 18:00. The children are given a
snack and a drink. The children get the opportunity to play games, draw and colour,
complete their homework, carry out creative themed activities or play outdoors. The
children are escorted from their classrooms to the club at the end of the day.

Our Uniform
At Bhylls Acre we are particularly proud of our uniform. Your support and co-operation
with this is very much appreciated, since smartly dressed children are part of what
gives any school its reputation. Children take pride in their appearance as well as in
the presentation and quality of their school work. We do not allow nail varnish to be
worn.
You can buy our uniform from:
Lads and Lasses
50a Warstones Road,
Penn,
Wolverhampton,
WV4 4LP
Telephone: (01902) 334650

Boys Uniform
Grey Trousers
White Shirt
School Tie
School Jumper
Black shoes (not trainers)
Girls Uniform
Bottle Green Skirt/Pinafore or Trousers
White Blouse
School Tie
School Jumper
Black shoes (not trainers and preferably not ballet pumps)

During the summer girls may wear a bottle green checked dress.
Boys may wear shorts and a white school polo shirt.
A school sun hat (with or without a neck shield) may also be worn.
PE Kits
House team colour T-shirt (red, blue, yellow, green) (Your child will be assigned a house
Navy blue shorts
team when they start school).
Navy blue sweatshirt
Navy blue joggers
Black pumps (indoor)
Trainers (outdoor)
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Our Curriculum
At Bhylls Acre we aim to provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum,
embedding key skills whilst bringing learning to life. We offer a curriculum that is
exciting and challenging which actively engage pupils in their learning and extends
beyond isolated subject lessons. We promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, intellectual
and social development of all pupils and prepare them for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of adult life.

Curriculum Intent
When planning the curriculum at Bhylls Acre, our teachers always take into
consideration children’s prior learning They provide where possible, first-hand
experiences, allowing the children to develop interpersonal skills, build resilience and
become creative, critical thinkers.
We understand that a child’s ability to learn is based on gaining knowledge & building
on learned knowledge; as well as the ability to use and apply any associated skills
adeptly and competently. Therefore, our curriculum is designed to marry these key
components to ensure progress and a greater depth of understanding that leads to
sustained mastery.
Depth of learning is important – we do not narrow our curriculum – we ensure children
receive a broad and balanced curriculum and ensure learning is relevant, exciting,
aspirational and challenging.
All National Curriculum subjects, within the curriculum are viewed as being equally
important; but are underpinned by the understanding that basic literacy and numeracy
competency is vital in all learning. English and Mathematics knowledge and skills have
a high priority and where possible, we try to reinforce knowledge and skills across
subjects.
Our REAL Curriculum is…
Relevant, research-based, reflective
Exciting, engaging, enquiry-led
Authentic, aspirational
Lively, for life-long learning
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Curriculum Implementation
The aim of our curriculum is for Bhylls Acre pupils to have the skills to be successful,
independent, motivated and resilient learners in preparation for the next stage of their
education.
Our curriculum gives children the opportunity to:









See clear links between different aspects of their learning
Experience the challenge and enjoyment of learning
Develop new skills through a variety of interesting contexts
Learn within a coherent and progressive framework
Understand the purpose and value of their learning and see its relevance to
their past, present and future
Develop and demonstrate their creativity
Develop a rich and deep subject knowledge
Explore the breadth and depth of the national curriculum

Class teachers plan the curriculum for their pupils using the knowledge and skills
organisers and the children’s current knowledge and skills, so that real progress can be
made and measured. Children’s prior knowledge is assessed at the outset and learning
is planned accordingly. Knowledge is built upon and extended by enabling children to
reflect on and evaluate their learning. Quizzing activities to consolidate learning and
correct misconceptions are carried out on a weekly basis as well as end of unit
assessments of long term acquisition of knowledge and skills.
Enrichment is provided throughout our curriculum by:







Using high quality resources in out and out of the classroom
Providing on and off-site subject related activities
Offering opportunities for children to learn outdoors
Developing partnerships with external providers that extend children’s
opportunities for learning
Holding specialist curriculum days or weeks
Welcoming parents and carers to take part in children’s learning and
experiences

Class teachers send out curriculum newsletters at the beginning of each half term, to
provide parents/carers with information about the learning ahead.
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Curriculum Impact
We measure the impact of our curriculum through:








Reflecting on the standards achieved against planned outcomes
Celebrating the learning at the end of each unit, where children demonstrate
the knowledge they have gained
Assessing children’s knowledge and skills, using subject assessments at the
end of each unit
Observing and talking to children whilst learning
Sampling children’s learning across the school
Pupil discussions with Senior Leaders about their learning
Termly tracking of standards across the curriculum

Foundation Stage
Our reception class is called Acorns. The foundation stage curriculum builds upon what
the children already know. It ensures structured activities enabling children to learn,
develop and make good progress. It underpins all future learning.
The curriculum is organised into seven areas of learning:
Prime Areas




Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language
Physical Development

Specific Areas





Literacy
Maths
Understanding the World
Exploring Arts and Design

Children in the early years have a lovely start to school. The adults in the Reception
class set clear expectations of what they want children to learn. They do this with
care and kindness. Adults give thought and attention to planning the space and
activities. This means children can revisit their learning in many ways. Skilled staff
help children develop at just the right moment. Parents enjoy seeing their child’s
learning shared through an online application. Children are well prepared for their
move to Year 1.
Ofsted 2019
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Phonics
Phonics teaches children to read accurately and fluently with good comprehension. At
Bhylls Acre, children are taught phonics using Read Write Inc. (RWI) Children learn
the sounds in
class and are given books which are carefully matched
to the sounds they are learning. This helps build
confidence and develops their reading, writing and
comprehension skills.
As a parent, you can play an important role in
helping your child learn to read. Research shows that
children who are helped at home make better
progress in school. Reading with your child can be
fun and very rewarding. It also shows that you
value their efforts. If children enjoy reading, it will
benefit their whole education. They are also more
likely to carry on reading as adults.
Visit the RWI site for tips on children learning to read at home: Home Reading
For further information on how we teach phonics, please see the following link:
Teaching phonics at Bhylls Acre or visit our website
www.bhyllsacreprimaryschool.org

Reading
At Bhylls Acre, we aim to raise standards of attainment for all pupils in reading, by
providing high quality word reading and reading comprehension teaching and learning
opportunities. We want to instil our children with a love of reading that lasts for their
lifetime, share with them an enthusiasm for children’s literature and help them
recognise the value of reading as a life skill.
We will encourage children to become enthusiastic and
reflective readers by introducing them to good quality
books, from a variety of cultures and in a range of
different styles and formats and to develop their
understanding of a variety of text types including
non-fiction, fiction, poetry and drama. In order to
develop children’s confidence, fluency, and
independence when reading for different purposes,
we will encourage them to reflect on and have an interest
in what they have read and the language and punctuation choices
made by the author.
For further information see our Hints on helping with reading at home
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English
Our aims are to ensure that every single child become primary literate and progresses
in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening. We ensure that English is not
only taught as a discrete subject but that it is embedded throughout the curriculum.
Writing – We aim to develop the children’s ability to
produce well structured, detailed writing in which
the meaning is made clear and which engages the
interest of the reader. Attention is paid to the formal
structures of English, grammatical detail,
punctuation and spelling. Children practice their
handwriting on a daily basis.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) SPaG is taught from Year 1 to Year 6. Children are
expected to know the names of grammatical terms as well as
understand their meaning within a text. All pupils are given spellings to learn on a
weekly basis.

Mathematics
Considerable importance is attached to the children achieving and understanding
mathematical processes, concepts and skills. A favourable attitude is encouraged by
presenting it in an interesting and enjoyable way, allowing the children to actively
participate in the learning process, thus creating a sense of achievement and
confidence. There is a strong emphasis on the development of mental arithmetic and
giving opportunities to use and apply mathematics in real life situations.
Maths is taught through a daily lesson which
follows the principles of the National
Curriculum.
Class
teachers
plan
for
opportunities to develop and apply key
mathematical skills providing opportunities
for fluency, reasoning, problem solving and
mastery skills to be developed and applied.
We encourage you as families to seek such
opportunities at home too, as well as
supporting your child to develop a speedy
recall of their times tables and other number facts.
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Science
Hands-on, practical science encourages children to explore their natural curiosity and
build their confidence. Therefore, we plan as many
practical investigations as possible to develop the
following investigative skills:








Questioning
Research and planning
Predicting
Observing and measuring
Experimenting
Analysing
Explaining and Evaluating

Encouraging children to explore using a scientific approach develops their ability to
explain and understand the world around them.

Computing
Computers and other technological aids are used throughout
the school. Computing skills are taught as a discrete subject
and as a means of supporting other areas of the
curriculum. The children are encouraged to communicate
ideas and information in a variety of forms, where
appropriate, using equipment and computer software to
enhance their learning.

Physical Education/Sport
Our vision is for all children at Bhylls Acre to experience a first class, high quality
physical education in order to:


improve their health, physical and mental well-being



provide high quality opportunities and outcomes



assist each individual to reach and fulfil their potential



encourage community involvement and responsibility



promote lifelong learning, active participation and competition



raise achievement and support excellence



inspire each individual to find enjoyment in physical activity



build relationships within a sporting community
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Pupils receive two hours of timetabled PE per week
through which we develop the six areas of activity
as set out in the National Curriculum:







Dance
Games
Gymnastics
Athletics
Outdoor and Adventurous activities
Swimming

Children are given the opportunity to swim during
KS2 and we aim for all pupils leaving the school
to be able to swim at least 25m. All pupils also
have the opportunity to complete the Bikeability
scheme in KS2. Sports taught include football;
tag rugby; netball; basketball; kwik cricket;
hockey, as well as athletics. All pupils take part
in a range of tournaments and sports festivals
both within school between year groups and with
other schools.

Sports Mark Gold
We have been awarded Sports Mark Gold for the third consecutive year in recognition
of the wide variety of sporting activities we offer the children and the number of
competitions we enter. Last year our children took part in a huge number of
competitions including football, netball, tag-rugby, rounders, cricket, tennis, athletics,
golf and swimming.

Forest School
Forest School is a fantastic opportunity for the children
to learn outdoors. It helps build children’s
independence, confidence and self-esteem and
develops a positive attitude towards learning.
Children love exploring and experiencing the natural
world for themselves and because Forest School
learning is child-directed, the scope of activities is
enormous.
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Typical activities include:












Shelter building
Fire building and lighting
Puddle and mud jumping
Campfire cooking
Tree climbing
Woodwork
Nature art
Foraging
Mini beast hunts
Sensory walks
Games such as hide and seek

There are enormous benefits to the children’s learning and development through
Forest School including:










Physical health
Social skills
Team-building skills
Confidence and self-esteem
Motivation and concentration
Improved behaviour
Risk awareness and self-management
Increased knowledge and
understanding of the world
Improved connection with and respect for their environment
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Educational Visits
The outdoor classroom can be used to bring learning alive for many children and we
aim, where possible, to use our grounds and local community resources to inspire
and stimulate our children. Each year we also encourage each
class teacher to plan an Educational visit further afield to a
relevant place of interest within the region – this may be a site of
historical or scientific interest, or a place to develop pupil’s
cultural awareness.
We also believe strongly in the value of residential experiences
as a way of developing children socially and educationally. So
every year pupils in Year 2 & Year 6 are offered the opportunity
to take part in a residential environmental/adventurous
activity. This takes place at regional venues, such as
Kingswood and Laches Wood.

Extra-Curricular Activities
We offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities both
during the day and after school. Our activities are
aimed at different age groups throughout the year and
offer children a variety of opportunities.
These include a range of sports clubs (rounders,
football, netball, athletics, multi-skills and tag-rugby)
as well as choir, recorders, guitar and craft club.

School Council
We believe it is important to listen to our pupils and
value the contribution they can give to making
decisions about the school. Every year, each class
(Y1 to Y6) elects two representatives to the School
Council who meet every other week with the Head
teacher. At this meeting they put forward ideas
which their class have asked them to bring to the
attention of the Head teacher through their suggestion
file and class council discussions. These ideas are discussed and
then decisions shared back with their classes.
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House Teams
All our children from Acorns up to Year 6 are put in a house team – Bantock, Boscobel,
Moseley and Wightwick. Each half term, the children join with their house teams for a
morning or afternoon to work on a specific theme or topic. The children thoroughly
enjoy working with other year groups and it is heart-warming to see how the older
children care for and support the younger children.

Assessments
Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning process and is the tool
which aids the planning of work for the children. Termly pupils’ progress is reported
by the Class Teacher to the Headteacher who with the Senior Leadership Team (SLT)
discuss the progress made by each individual pupil with the teacher to ensure that
every pupil is being sufficiently challenged and making good progress against age
expected attainment. Alongside the continuous teacher assessments, the children have
more formal assessments termly.
However, in Year 1 (phonics test), in Year 2 (end of Key Stage 1) and Year 6 (end of
Key Stage 2) pupils have to undertake assessments against National Standards – SATS
(Standard Assessment Tests). In Year 2 these support the final teacher assessment
which are reported to parents and in Year 6 take the form of externally set and marked
tests which are also reported to parents. Our robust assessment system and excellent
teaching ensure that all pupils make very good progress during their time at Bhylls
Acre.

Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND)
We endeavour to meet the diverse needs of our pupils to ensure inclusion for all. We
aspire for each child to achieve their best. All of our pupils are entitled to a broad,
balanced curriculum, delivered in a relevant and differentiated manner, enabling
progression and continuity to be experienced.
Our aim is to develop each child emotionally, physically, intellectually, spiritually and
socially so that all are able to reach their individual goals and are prepared for the next
stage in their learning journey. In order to make access to the whole curriculum a
reality for all pupils, we foster an ethos in which positive attitudes to gender equality,
cultural diversity and special needs of all kinds are actively promoted, allowing our
children to progress and learn within their own unique ability.
In order to support our children within their learning journey, many steps are taken to
provide personalised provision allowing all to succeed. All of our dedicated teachers
recognise the importance of a multi-sensory approach to learning, to address the varied
learning needs of all children whilst identifying some children have barriers to learning
that mean they have special needs and require additional support.
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Safeguarding
Our school has a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all our pupils. This
responsibility necessitates a child protection policy and procedures. We may need to
share information with other agencies when we have concerns about a child’s welfare.
Our safeguarding procedures and policy is available on our school website.

Behaviour
It is our aims to foster self-discipline, self-respect and consideration for others. We
expect good behaviour at all times, both during the school day and during all other
school related activities. We are very proud of the way our children behave.
The school follows a positive behaviour plan with a system of rewards (stickers, house
points and praise certificates) and consequences. Our school behaviour policy is
available on our website. We also ask all parents/carers to sign a home-school
agreement which is the basis for all discussions we may have regarding behaviour.

Attendance
We strive to ensure that our attendance figures are consistently good. Children are
required to be in school each morning at 8.45am to be settled for registration at 9am.
Holidays are not authorised during term time.

Working Together at Bhylls Acre
The school encourages open communication between home and school and issues
regular newsletters to parents, via the website, detailing events and particulars
concerning school.

Bhylls Acre PTFA
We have a very active parent and teacher association who organise many fun events
for all of the pupils in the school including discos and film nights as well as raising
valuable funds for the school, which enable us to enrich the curriculum and provide
additional resources for teaching. The PTFA meet regularly to discuss future events and
would value any additional support which you may be able to give.

Parental help in school
We are always grateful to those parents who come in to school and help. Don’t be shy!
If you have some time to spare or a particular talent or area of expertise, then we would
love to hear from you.
Prior to commencing your work in school, all helpers will be required to have
successfully completed a DBS disclosure form which helps us ensure pupils are
protected from harm.
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Our School Lunches
Each day pupils are offered a choice of 3 meals which all meet the latest Government
standards for quality and nutritional content. The meals include a Vegetarian option
and, with consultation, we can also provide meals for pupils with other specific dietary
requirements. Meals are free to children in Acorns Class and Years 1 and 2 as part of
the Universal Infant Free school meal scheme. Some pupils may qualify for free school
meals. Please contact the office at office1@bhyllsacre.staffs.sch.uk for further
information.

Admissions
Applications for admissions to our school
are made through the appropriate
authority.
Parents who reside in Staffordshire will
find the appropriate forms at:
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/admissions
Parents residing in Wolverhampton will find forms at www.wolverhampton.gov.uk
Please note that Wolverhampton residents are perfectly at liberty to admit their child
into a school in a neighbouring authority. Currently over 90% of our pupils do reside
in Wolverhampton.
Nursery Admissions – Nursery admission forms can be found on our school website
and must be submitted to the school.
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